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4 Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered him punished 

by God, stricken by him, and afflicted. 5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was 

crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his 

wounds we are healed.  
6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; and the 

LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 7 He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not 

open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers 

is silent, so he did not open his mouth.  
8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away. Yet who of his generation 

protested? For he was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgression of my people 

he was punished.  9 He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death, 

though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth.  

 

 

Grace, mercy, and peace be yours from God our Almighty Father who gives life to the 

dead and calls things that are not as though they were.  Amen. 

 

Charlie and his sister Jennifer were out running some errands for their parents one day 

when they walked into a small shop downtown where Jennifer’s mother had asked her to pick up 

a new table cloth for their dining table.  As Jennifer was looking through the selection of table 

cloths that Mr. Anders had in his store, she heard a crash behind her and turned around to see her 

little brother Charlie standing on the verge of tears over the remains of what moments before had 

been a beautiful glass vase.  Standing a few feet away, towering over little Charlie with a look of 

stern disappointment on his face, was Mr. Anders. 

Without thinking twice, Jennifer stepped in between them and took matters into her own 

hands.  She told Mr. Anders that she would assume responsibility for what Charlie had done; she 

would pay for the vase out of her own allowance.  She knew that Charlie wouldn’t be able to pay 

for it himself, he was only six years old.  But she loved him, and so even though he was the one 

who had broken the vase she gladly paid the price. 

Where am I going with this?  Maybe you can guess.  The act of love that Jennifer showed 

to her brother Charlie by acting in his place, paying the price for the broken vase, and reconciling 

the debt between her brother and Mr. Anders is similar—although on a much smaller and far less 

significant scale—to the act of love that God demonstrated to you and to me and to every other 

sinful human being in sending Jesus to pay for our sins. 

St. Paul summed it up in our epistle lesson this morning with these words: God 

demonstrates His own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us 

(Romans 5:8).  God loves us and He showed His love for us by sending Jesus to die.  But, why?  

Why did Jesus have to die?   



Last week we talked a couple of things that we all have in common.  First of all, God’s 

law shows us that we are all sinful.  It’s pretty clear in the Bible what God demands of us; He 

wants us to be holy.  He wants us to love Him perfectly with all our heart, soul, and mind and 

with everything that we think, say, and do.  But all of us have failed to do that.  Rather than 

loving God perfectly and putting Him before everything else, we have acted, thought, and 

spoken in ways that reveal our fallen human nature.  As sinful men, women, and children we 

love ourselves; and we put ourselves first. 

Not only are we all guilty of breaking God’s law and commandments, we also all equally 

deserve to be punished according to that law, to be removed from God’s one eternal thought, 

from His companionship and His love and His blessings. 

But as we discussed last week that isn’t the only thing that we have in common, right?  

Because if the only commonality we had was that we are all sinners who deserve to die, then we 

wouldn’t have much cause to gather together here on a weekly basis.  What we saw last Sunday 

was that what we have worth celebrating here week after week is the news that we have been 

clothed with Jesus’ righteousness and made children of God. 

When Adam and Eve sinned, God knew that they would never be able to pay the price for 

what they had done.  But while they had changed, and their relationship with God had changed, 

He had not changed.  He was still a perfectly loving God.  He still loved them and He still 

wanted them to be His own and to be with Him forever.   

But He was also still perfectly holy.  And just like a mom or a dad can’t hug their mud-

covered child who just came inside from playing in the rain without getting themselves dirty, a 

perfect God can’t be in a relationship with an imperfect people without compromising or 

violating His holiness. 

That’s why, when the time had fully come, God sent Jesus to become a human being—

born from a human mother and held accountable to God’s law just like all the rest of us 

humans—so that He could live a life of perfect obedience to the law in perfect agreement with 

God’s will, and so that He could then credit that perfect righteousness to Adam and Eve and to 

every one of their sinful descendants all the way down the family tree to you and me.  

The active obedience of Jesus, that perfect life He lived as our substitute, was necessary 

because God was, is, and will always remain holy.  And since, in our sin, we have failed to be 

holy, we cannot stand in the presence of God or have any hope of a relationship with Him, unless 

we are first clothed with a righteousness that is not our own but that is given us freely, as a gift, 

so Jesus won that righteousness for us.  But then why did Jesus have to die? 

The answer to that question lies in the fact that God is not only perfectly loving and 

perfectly holy, He is also perfectly just.  When Charlie broke the vase in Mr. Anders’ shop, it 

wouldn’t have been much good for Jennifer to step up and say that she would take responsibility 

for his actions but since she was assuming responsibility and she had never broken a vase they 

should both be free to go.  Mr. Anders would have told her that because the vase had been 

broken, the price had to be paid.  If Charlie was responsible, he would have to pay it.  If Jennifer 

wanted to assume responsibility, then she would have to pay it.  Even if Mr. Anders had been 

gracious enough to let Jennifer and Charlie go free, he would have had to pay the price by 

absorbing the loss of that vase himself.  Once it was broken, one way or another, it had to be paid 

for. 



God loves you.  He wants you to be with Him forever.  He wants to gather you to 

Himself and cherish you as His own dear child, so He sent Jesus to live a perfect life that could 

be credited to you.  But you needed even more than a robe of righteousness, because you are a 

sinner.  We all are.  We have all broken our relationships with God by breaking His law and the 

price has to be paid. 

I don’t have so much of a problem acknowledging that God is holy and just and perfectly 

loving.  Jesus’ death teaches me all of those things about God.  Even in my sinfulness, I can 

acknowledge who God is and what Jesus’ death demonstrates about Him.  What I struggle with 

and what my sinful flesh refuses to concede is what Jesus death teaches me about me.  Why did 

Jesus have to die?  Not only because God is perfectly just, but because I am perfectly rotten. 

We don’t like to think that our sins are that bad.  It’s just a few minutes on my phone, I’ll 

get back to work before too long, and I’ll still get my project finished eventually so what’s the 

big deal?  It was just one little comment, how was I supposed to know she was standing right 

behind me, besides it was true, she’ll just have to get over it I guess.  They’re just pictures so it’s 

not really cheating, is it?  Or he’s my boyfriend and I love him so it should be okay, right?  We 

find all kinds of means or excuses to downplay the seriousness of our sins but we’re only 

deceiving ourselves.  We’re only buying into the oldest lie in the book.  Sin isn’t that bad.  You 

will not surely die. 

The doctrine of the passive obedience of Jesus, the death of God the Son as the atoning 

sacrifice for our sins, teaches us that sin is serious.  In 1804, a man named Thomas Kelly wrote a 

hymn based on verse four of our text from Isaiah this morning, that helps to drive that point 

home:  

 

 

 

 

Stricken, smitten, and afflicted see Him dying on the tree. 

It’s the Christ, by man rejected; yes, my soul, it’s He, it’s He…. 

 

Friends through fear His cause disowning, foes insulting His distress, 

Many hands were raised to wound Him, none would intervene to save, 

But the deepest stroke that pierced Him, was the stroke that Justice gave. 

 

If you think of sin but lightly nor suppose your evil great, 

Here you see your nature rightly, here your guilt may estimate. 

Mark the sacrifice appointed, see who bears the awful load— 

It’s the Word, the Lord’s Anointed, Son of Man and Son of God. 

 

When I walk into this room and I see this cross hanging here before me, I’m reminded of 

the cross upon which Jesus died and I’m reminded of the seriousness of my sins.  We may lie to 

ourselves about how serious they are, but the truth is right here.  The punches, the beatings, the 

spit and scorn, the flogging, the nails and suffocation, the jeers of men and that stroke of justice 

the rejection of God the heavenly Father that Jesus endured on the cross… That’s what you 



deserve for even the smallest of those sins that you played off like it was nothing.  That’s what I 

deserve. 

But God loves you.  He wants you to be with Him forever.  He wants to gather you to 

Himself and cherish you as His own dear child, so He sent Jesus to live a perfect life that could 

be credited to you and to pay the penalty of your sins for you. 

Jesus took up our pain and bore our suffering. He was pierced for our 

transgressions, He was crushed for our sins.  We all, have gone astray, like so many foolish 

sheep each of us has turned to our own way; yet the LORD has laid on Jesus our iniquities 

and our sins.  He was judged and condemned, yet He did not protest; He was led like a 

lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, so He did not open His 

mouth.  By oppression and judgment He was taken away, cut off from the land of the 

living.  He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in His death, though He 

had done no violence, nor was any deceit in His mouth.  The punishment that brought us 

peace was on Him, and by His wounds we are healed.  

Why did Jesus have to die?  Because we sinned.  Because we broke God’s law and the 

price had to be paid.  And once that law was broken, one way or another, it had to be paid for.  

Jesus passively and willingly assumed the responsibility for those sins.  He suffered the 

punishment.  He paid the price.   

So when you walk into this room and you see this cross, remember the seriousness of 

your sins and then remember the depth of your Savior’s love. 

 

Here we have a firm foundation, here the refuge of the lost; 

Christ is the rock of our salvation, His is the name of which we boast. 

Lamb of God, for sinners wounded, sacrifice to cancel guilt— 

None shall ever be confounded who on Him their hope have built. 

 

Jesus loves you.  He wants you to be with Him forever.  He wants to gather you to 

Himself and cherish you as His own dear child, so He lived a perfect life as your substitute and 

died on the cross to redeem you from your sins.  Rejoice today!  Your sins are forgiven through 

Jesus!   

Amen. 

 


